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• History of Cognitive Science 
• Language and Languaging 
• Learning and Development 
• Perception 
• Movement 
• Brains 
• Social Cognition

Topics
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24 lecture hours 

Mandatory reading assigned for each topic: see 
course website 

http://cogsci.ucd.ie/oldfiles/GraduateIntroToCogSci/

Optional reading provides entry points for 
discretionary reading beyond course 
requirements.

http://cogsci.ucd.ie/GraduateIntroToCogSci/
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Evaluation

2 essays.  Each 3000 words. 

Essay 1: Identify a theoretical disagreement among 
               2 or 3 articles.  Discuss the disagreement. 
               Submit your essay + the source articles 

Due Nov 23rd 

Essay 2: Discuss a variety of empirical methods used 
               to investigate a specific topic. 

Due Dec 14th
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Poor topic choices:

language 
nature vs nurture 
development

These are too general 

Likewise, don’t be too specific 
Don’t focus on the work of one or two people
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More promising topic choices

Episodic memory and age 
Earworms 
Change blindness 
Phonological learning in second language 
Auditory illusions 
Time perception and physical activity 
Body language in conversation 
Inner speech 
Lateralisation in diverse behaviours 
Psychophysics of taste 
Methods in studying mental imagery 
Cross-species vocal communication
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Plagiarism & UCD Computer Science

� Plagiarism is a serious academic offence
� [Student Code, sections 6.2 & 6.3] or [UCD Registry Plagiarism Policy] 

or [CS Plagiarism policy and procedures]

� Our staff and demonstrators are proactive in looking for possible 
plagiarism in all submitted work

� Suspected plagiarism is investigated by the CS Plagiarism subcommittee

� Usually includes an interview with student(s) involved

� 1st offence: usually 0 or NG in the affected components

� 2nd offence: may be referred to the University disciplinary 
committee

� Student who enables plagiarism is equally responsible

http://www.ucd.ie/students/guide/academicregs.html

http://libguides.ucd.ie/academicintegrity



COMP 47230 Introduction to Cognitive Science (Graduate)

Plagiarism

Deliberate Accidental
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While plagiarism may be easy 
to commit unintentionally, it is 
defined by the act not the 
intention.  (UCD regs)

“It was a mistake”, or “I didn’t know” will not be considered 
as excuses
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• Borrowing ideas without acknowledgment

• Failure to paraphrase

• Failure to mark quotations

• Failure to cite sources

How Does Accidental Plagiarism Arise?
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This concise style is found in many engineering 
publications
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More verbose styles (Harvard, APA) are common in the 
humanities and biological sciences
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There are many variations on these basic forms. 

Pick a citation style and use it consistently. 

If you are submitting to a professional venue, make sure 
you know what convention they use. 

Use a tool such as EndNote (Windows) or Bibtex (for LaTeX 
users) to manage references
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Never cite Wikipedia.    

Ever.

Try not to cite websites or online sources. They can  
change at any time. If you have to cite a web source, 
find the conventions for doing so in the style you have 
chosen. 
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Learn how to avoid plagiarism: 

UCD Library has an online tutorial to help you

http://www.ucd.ie/library/elearning/plagiarism/story.html


